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The National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. (NECA)l files herein its reply comments to

the Telephone Number Portability Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking, released July 2, 1996

(FNPRM).2 In its FNPRM, the Commission generally discusses proposed rules and makes inquiries

regarding the types ofcosts and cost recovery involved with providing long-term number portability.

Among other things, the Commission specifically discusses types of cost recovery for both shared-

facility and direct carrier-specific costs, including methods that would require a funding mechanism

involving carrier contributions.3

Several parties filed comments supporting cost recovery methods that would require a shared

1 NECA is a not-for-profit association that is responsible, under the Commission's rules,
for the administration of the interstate Universal Service and Lifeline Assistance programs, and
the interstate Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS) fund. See 47 C.F.R. §§ 69.603 and
64.604. NECA also prepares access charge tariffs on behalfofover 1,200 telephone companies
that do not file separate tariffs; and collects and distributes access charge revenues. See id.

2 Telephone Number Portability, First Report and Order and Further Notice ofProposed
Rulemaking, CC Docket No. 95-116, RM 8535, FCC 96-286 (reI. July 2, 1996).

3Id. at ~~ 212-225.
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funding mechanism.4 For example, USTA recommends that certain costs "be submitted to a national

administrator, who would then assess a charge on all telecommunications carriers, allocated by each

carriers' gross telecommunications revenues."s The Personal Communications Industry Association

(pCIA) stated that "the fund itself should be collected and disbursed on a centralized basis" and that

this "will facilitate the compliance of individual carriers with their funding ..."6 Bell Atlantic

"proposes that [costs] be recovered in a manner similar to that the Commission established to recover

the costs of telecommunications relay services ('TRS,).,,7 The California PUC and Time Warner

advocate regional recovery of shared costs. 8

Based on the support in the record for recovery ofnumber portability costs through some type

of shared funding mechanism, the Commission may decide to adopt one or more such methods.

Should the Commission adopt a shared funding approach, NECA would be willing to administer the

necessary fund(s). NECA would be the logical choice to administer such a fund(s) based on its

administration of the similar TRS fund in an efficient, competitively-neutral manner in compliance

4 Bell Atlantic at 1-2, BellSouth at 8, California PUC at 5-6, General Services
Administration at 5-6, GTE at 12, ITCs at 2-3, Nynex at 9-10, Personal Communications Industry
Association at 6-7, SBC at 11, Time Warner at 7-8, and USTA at 12.

S USTA at 12.

6 PCIA at 6-7.

7Bell Atlantic at 1-2.

8 California PUC at 2,5-6, Time Warner at 7-8.
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with Commission rules, as well as its significant related experience in collecting and validating funding

data, on-site audits, and billing, collecting and redistributing funds.

Respectfully submitted,

NATIONAL EXCHANGE CARRIER
ASSOCIATION, INC.;? pe-

By ~L~~
Richard A. Askoff
Its Attorney
/~ ~­

By:/e::~7~
/ Perry"?"Goldschein

Regulatory Manager

September 16, 1996
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